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TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  1897 


Population  of  District  (1891)  ...  ...  18,026 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1897  ...  19.972 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  ...  ...  ...  1,437 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population...  ...  27*9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ...  15*9 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*5 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  150*2 

*  <»  ^  —  ■ 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 

of  Taunton 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1897  of  the  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Taunton,  and  of 
the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  general  health  of  the  Town  has  been  good,  and 
there  has  been  an  absence  of  Epidemic  Disease. 

My  Report  divides  itself  into  3  sections: — (1)  The  general 
condition  of  the  district  as  regards  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage  ;  (2)  The  Mortality  of  the  year  ;  and  (3)  the  action 
taken  to  promote  its  health  and  maintain  its  sanitary  state. 


4 
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Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  during-  the  year  has  been  very  satis¬ 
factory,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  has  maintained  its 
excellence.  The  service  has  been  extended  in  the  Borough, 
and  application  has  been  made  to  further  extend  it  beyond  its 
boundaries,  but  this  has  not  been  complied  with.  The 
necessity  for  further  storage  has  resulted  in  plans,  specifica¬ 
tions  and  estimates  having  been  forwarded  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  with  a  request  for  their  sanction  to  a 
loan  of  ^31,000  for  the  construction  of  a  third  Reservoir, 
tunnelling*,  shafts,  filters,  &c.  I  am  indebted  to  your  Water 
Manager,  Mr.  H.  Coles,  for  the  following  particulars: — The 
capacity  of  the  New  Reservoir  is  to  be  120  million  gallons, 
and  the  present  and  prospective  daily  intake  will  afford  a 
million  gallons  per  diem.  The  site  is  in  every  way  suitable. 
Subsequent  borings  have  brought  to  light  the  finest  clay 
possible  for  the  puddle  trench  and  embankment. 

The  rainfall  on  the  hills  is  far  above  that  in  the  valley, 
and  Mr.  Coles  gives  me  38  inches  as  the  amount  collected 
there  during  the  year.  This  is  far  above  the  ten  preceding 
years,  when  it  was  33  inches. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  difficult  subject  of  Sewage  disposal  has  caused  much 
anxiety  during  the  year.  The  great  strides  that  the  Science 
of  Bacteriology  has  made  within  the  last  few  years  has  com¬ 
pletely  overthrown  the  old  artificial  measures  adopted  for 
Sewage  disposal.  In  the  past,  chemical  means  were  adopted 
here  in  order  to  obtain  a  clear  bright  effluent.  This  was 
attained,  but,  unfortunately,  this  effluent  was  a  delusion,  being 
chemically  impure.  In  short,  chemical  treatment  throws 
down  the  suspended  matter  and  will  give  a  clear  effluent, 
but  in  no  ways  effects  the  dissolved  matter  of  the  Sewage, 
and,  furthermore,  gives  rise  to  a  large  quantity  of  sludge, 
which  is  either  costly  to  deal  with,  or  a  nuisance,  and  is 
comparatively  useless. 

Furthermore,  it  paralyses  the  Bacterial  action  which 
purifies  Sewage,  Bacteria  being  destroyed  by  antiseptics,  as 
well  as  by  heat. 

The  process  of  purification  which  takes  place  in  the  soil 
under  favourable  conditions  is  due  to  what  is  termed 
“  Nitrification,”  i.e.,  to  the  conversion  by  oxidation  of 
organic  nitrog*en  and  ammonia  into  nitric  and  nitrous  acids 
by  the  action  of  certain  micro-organisms. 
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This  is  a  discovery  of  recent  years,  and  by  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  artificial  filters  for  land  it  appears  to  offer  a  solution 
to  the  difficulty.  Two  points  are  essential  to  its  success,  viz., 
sufficient  area  and  thorough  and  systematic  working. 

Various  kinds  of  materials  have  been  recommmended  for 
the  construction  of  the  filters,  coke-breeze,  coal,  clinkers,  &c. 
But  whatever  be  used  the  two  first  named  essentials  must  be 
adhered  to.  Further,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  by  receiving 
the  sewage  into  a  dark  closed  tank  it  is  rendered  more 
amenable  to  the  action  in  the  filters,  and  by  a  process  of 
chemical  change  and  disintegration  the  sludge  is  virtually  got 
rid  of. 

Our  present  Sewage  Works  may  easily  be  utilized  for 
this  process,  and  the  conversion  of  the  present  precipitation 
tanks  into  covered  tanks,  with  an  ample  area  of  filter  beds, 
and  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  land  is,  I  believe,  all 
that  will  be  required. 

Your  Borough  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  H.  Smith)  tells  me  that 
this  scheme  would  not  be  very  costly,  and  he  agrees  with  me 
that  it  would  meet  the  difficulty  that  has  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
so  save  the  cost  of  chemicals  and  sludge,  and  give  a  pure 
effluent. 

In  the  month  of  August,  a  Resident  Manager,  Mr. 
Arnold,  of  Nuneaton,  was  appointed,  and  since  then  the 
Works  have  been  kept  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  In 
the  month  of  May,  Plans,  Specifications  and  Estimates  for 
Filtration  were  sent  up  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  but 
owing  to  the  absence  of  any  provision  for  land  irrigation 
were  returned. 

Pending  the  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  at  Exeter, 
no  fresh  scheme  has  been  submitted,  but  in  August  the 
advice  of  Mr.  Santo  Crimp  was  again  asked.  He  has 
several  times  visited  the  Town,  and  has  reported  on  several 
sites  where  he  considers  the  Sewage  might  be  applied  to 
land. 

During  this  period  Alumino  Ferric  has  been  used  as  a 
precipitant,  and  it  gives  as  regards  smell  and  appearance  a 
very  fair  effluent. 

The  large  area  of  stinking  sludge  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Works  has  all  been  dug  in,  and  so  a  great  nuisance  of 
long  standing  has  been  abated.  This  area,  as  well  as  that 
on  the  north  side,  has  now  been  planted.  The  sludg'e  is  now 
pumped  on  to  some  land  adjacent  to  the  Works,  and  dug  in. 
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The  subject  of  the  Sewerage  of  the  Northern  part  of  the 
Town  has  received  much  attention  during  the  year. 

This  portion  of  the  Borough  has  enormously  increased, 
new  streets  springing  up  in  all  directions.  The  result  is  that 
the  Sewage  and  surface  and  rain  water  has  greatly  increased. 
After  heavy  thunderstorms,  Station  Road  has  repeatedly  been 
flooded,  and  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  relieve  it  of  so 
large  a  quantity  of  Sewage. 

Mr.  Santo  Crimp  has  reported  on  this,  and  advised  a 
high-level  sewer  to  take  all  the  Northern  Sewage  by  way  of 
Obridge  and  across  the  Canal  and  Railway  to  the  Sewage 
Works.  Your  Borough  Surveyor  has  prepared  all  the  Plans, 
Specifications  and  Estimates,  which  have  been  sent  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  the  usual  Enquiry  will  follow. 

Mortality  during  the  Year. 

The  total  Deaths  in  the  Borough  during  1897  were  359. 

This  total,  however,  has  to  be  corrected.  As  it  stands, 
it  includes  all  the  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  viz.,  53  in  the 
Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  and  36  in  the  Union  Work- 
house.  But  of  these,  21  in  the  former,  and  20  in  the  latter, 
were  cases  outside  the  Borough,  brought  within  only  for 
treatment,  and  must  be  credited  to  their  respective  districts. 
When  these  are  deducted  the  Deaths  are  reduced  to  318. 
But  to  these  must  be  added  one  Death  in  the  Sanitary 
Hospital  (which  is  situated  in  the  Rural  District),  and  being 
removed  from  the  Town  must  be  credited  to  it.  The 
corrected  number  of  Deaths  will,  therefore,  be  319,  or  at  the 
rate  of  15  ‘9  per  1,000  of  the  Population.  This  is  lower  than 
last  year,  and  low’er  than  the  average  Death  Rate  of  the 
preceding  ten  years,  when  it  was  16  'g  per  1,000. 

Localities. 

The  localities  in  which  the  Deaths  occurred  were  as 
follow: — 


St.  Mary’s  Registration  District  ... 

IJ3 

deaths. 

►St.  James’  ,,  ,, 

I57 

>  > 

Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital  ... 

32 

>  > 

Union  Workhouse 

16 

>  > 

Sanitary  Hospital 

1 

>  > 

Total 

3r9 

>  > 

Sexes. 


Of  these  319  deaths,  148  were  Males  and  1 7 1  Females. 
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Ages  at  Death. 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follow: — 


Under  i  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

1  to  5  years...  ...  ...  ...  30 

5  to  15  ,,  .  5 

15  to  23  j)  •••  •••  ...  •••  17 

25  to  60  ,,  ....  ...  ...  ...  77 

Over  60  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 


Total  ...  319 


Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  total  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  were  89  ;  53  in 
the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  and  36  in  the  Union 
Workhouse.  Of  this  number,  48  were  residents  in  the 
Borough,  29  came  from  the  Taunton  Rural  District,  and  12 
(inmates  of  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital)  came  from 
without  both  Districts. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Zymotic  Diseases.  The  deaths  from  the  7  Zymotic 
Diseases  numbered  30  only.  This  includes  a  death  from 


“  Typhus  ”  in  the  Sanitary  Hospital. 

They  were  as  follow  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Typhus  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  5 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  ...  30 


This  makes  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  1*5  per  1,000, 
which  compares  favourably  with  the  preceding  year,  when  it 
was  3*5  per  1,000,  the  deaths  from  these  diseases  being  70. 

2.  Other  Diseases.  Amongst  the  other  diseases  which 
caused  the  remaining  deaths  are  the  following: — Phthisis, 
25  ;  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy  and  Bronchitis,  49  ;  Heart  Diseases, 
19  ;  Injuries,  3  ;  and  other  diseases,  193. 

Births  during  1897. 

The  total  Births  in  the  Borough  during  1897  were  558, 
or  at  the  rate  of  27*9  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 
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Of  these  233  occurred  in  St.  Mary’s  District,  and  323  in 
St.  James’. 

The  Infant  Mortality  during  the  year  was  150 '2  per  1,000 
Births. 

Action  taken  during  the  Year  to  prevent  the 
Spread  of  Disease. 

1.  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  1897,  I  received  77  Certificates  of  Notifications 
of  Infectious  Diseases.  29  of  these  cases  were  in  St.  Mary’s 
District,  42  in  St.  James’,  5  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital,  and  1  in  the  Union  Workhouse. 


They  occurred  as  follow: — 


Disease. 

St.  Mary’s 

St.  James’ 

t.  &  s. 

Union  .  , 

Workhouse.  iotaL 

District. 

District. 

Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

II 

l6 

4  •• 

I 

...  32 

Diphtheria 

IO 

...  13  ... 

1 

•  •  •  • 

...  24 

Typhus  Fever 

•  o  •  •  •  • 

I 

. 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

...  4  ... 

•  •  •  t  * 

•  •  •  • 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Erysipelas 

•••  5 

7  ... 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

Totals 

29 

•  •  •  zj.2  •  •  • 

5  •• 

I 

...  77 

Of  these  77 

cases,  45 

were  removed  to 

the 

Sanitary 

Hospital. 

2.  The  Sanitary  Hospital. 

78  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  admitted  during  the 
year,  bringing  the  total  number  of  admissions  since  the 
opening  of  the  Hospital  in  1879  up  to  1,540. 


45  of  the  78  cases  mentioned  were  residents  in  the 
Borough,  and  came  from  the  following  localities: — 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhus 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total. 

St.  Mary’s  District... 

IO 

•  •  •  y  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

l8 

St.  James’  District... 

15 

...  5 

I 

I 

...  22 

Taunton  &  Somerset 
Hospital 

4 

•  •  •  » *  * 

•  «  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  4 

Union  Workhouse... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I 

30 

12 

I 

2 

45 

Full  details  of  the  year’s  work  will  be  found  in  my 
Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Hospital  appended  to  this 
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3.  Disinfection. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  wherever  Infectious 
Disease  has  occurred.  64  houses  were  disinfected,  and  a 
very  large  number  of  beds,  bedding  and  clothes  were  taken 
to  the  Disinfecting  Chamber  in  Magdalen  Street.  I  reported 
last  year  that  the  Chamber  was  in  bad  repair.  It  has  been 
renovated  this  year  and  will  last  for  some  little  time  yet,  but 
a  Steam  Disinfector  would  be  preferable  and  more  efficacious 
than  the  present  one. 

Sickness  during  18970 

Speaking  generally  the  year  has  been  a.  very  healthy  one. 
There  has  been  no  Epidemic. 

Isolated  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year,  but  they  were  comparatively  few  in  number, 
and  owing  to  removal  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital  and  prompt 
disinfection  the  spread  of  the  diseases  was  prevented. 

One  exception  to  this,  however,  occurred.  It  was  a  case 
in  which  the  existence  of  the  disease  was  suppressed,  and  the 
result  was  that  4  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  which  might 
have  been  checked.  It  is  fortunate,  however,  that  more 
mischief  was  not  done,  for  one  patient  (a  lad)  was  sent  in  a 
state  of  desquamation  to  a  dairy  farm,  and  another  received 
work  at  home  from  a  large  drapery  firm  in  the  Town. 
Through  the  vigilance  of  a  District  Nurse,  I  was  informed  of 
the  existence  of  the  disease,  and  at  once  had  the  cases 
removed  to  Hospital,  and  the  house,  &c.,  thoroughly 
disinfected. 

Several  of  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  that  were  reported 
were  introduced  cases. 

Action  taken  during  the  Year  for  Sanitary  Purposes 

over  Places  and  Houses. 

1.  House  Inspection. 

I  have  during  the  year  made  frequent  Inspections  of  the 
Borough.  Your  Inspector’s  Report,  which  is  appended, 
shows  that  he  inspected  1,385  Houses,  that  167  were  cleansed 
and  limewashed,  and  that  he  made  67  re-inspections,  and 
served  166  notices  for  Sanitary  work. 

The  smoke  test  was  applied  to  House  Drains  in  857 
cases,  36  Soil  Pipes,  and  584  House  Drains  were  repaired. 
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As  regards  Water  Closets,  230  were  repaired,  28  supplied 
with  water,  and  27  new  ones  provided.  5  Dust  Bins  were 
repaired  and  covered. 

The  custom  of  having  suitable  receptacles  for  ashes,  &c., 
removed  twice  a  week  is  nearly  universal.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  it  is  not  quite  so,  as  the  accumulation  in  ash¬ 
pits  cannot  fail  to  be  prejudicial  to  health. 

It  would  be  well,  too,  if  the  visits  of  the  scavengers  in 
certain  parts  of  the  Town  were  made  at  an  earlier  hour  than 
occasionally  happens. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

I  have  analysed  a  larg-e  number  of  samples  of  well  water 
during  the  year,  and  in  nearly  all  cases  found  it  polluted. 

Especially  was  this  the  case  in  the  newly-added  portions 
of  the  Borough  in  the  parish  of  Staplegrove.  Kingston  Road, 
Cheddon  Road  and  Sherford  were  other  localities  in  which  I 
found  chiefly  impure  wells. 

28  Wells  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  dietetic  use,  and 
44  houses  were  supplied  with  Corporation  Water. 

The  method  of  drawing  Water  for  drinking  purposes 
from  Main  Taps  instead  of  from  cisterns  is  now,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  almost  universal.  The  cisterns  generally  supply  the 
closet,  are  frequently  uncovered,  and  in  many  cases  (es¬ 
pecially  in  new  houses)  placed  in  such  situations  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  cleanse  them.  23  New  Cisterns  were 
erected  during  the  year,  and  92  were  cleansed  or  covered,  or 
Main  Taps  supplied. 

3.  Nuisances. 

Some  houses  in  Upper  High  Street  were  in  such  a 
dilapidated  condition  that  I  had  to  advise  a  closing  order 
should  be  applied  for.  The  premises  were  put  into  repair, 
however,  without  legal  action. 

The  Nuisances  arising  from  accumulation  of  Manure, 
and  the  insanitary  condition  in  which  animals  were  kept, 
came  under  observation.  67  Notices  were  served  in  the 
former,  and  23  in  the  latter,  case. 

More  attention  should  also  be  paid  by  tenants  to  the 
condition  of  surface  gutters,  and  to  the  cleanliness  of  closets. 

4.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

One  additional  licence  was  issued  during  the  year,  there 
being  now  40  of  these  in  the  Borough.  In  consequence  of 
the  frequent  visitation  of  your  Inspector  they  are  kept  in  a 
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fairly  good  condition.  I  cannot  too  strongly  insist  on  the 
necessity  for  the  absolute  cleanliness  of  such  places,  and  of 
the  purity  of  their  water  supply,  which  should  be  above 
suspicion.  Milk  is  such  a  fertile  source  of  the  dissemination 
of  disease  that  too  much  care  cannot  be  bestowed  on  the 
matter. 

Besides  the  Dairies  and  Milkshops  there  are  10  licensed 
Cowsheds  in  the  Borough. 

5.  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  32  Bakehouses  and  9  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
Borough.  They  are  periodically  inspected  by  your  Inspector, 
and  he  reports  favourably  on  their  condition.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  before  long  Public  Abbatoirs  will  be  made  im¬ 
perative  and  supersede  Private  Slaughter  Houses,  More 
cleanliness  and  less  unnecessary  cruelty  will  then  be  attained. 

6.  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  only  2  Registered  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
Borough,  which  are  duly  inspected 

Meteorology  of  1897. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  amounted  to  31  ’30  inches, 
and  it  fell  on  150  days.  This  is  considerably  above  the 
average,  which  is  not  much  above  26  inches.  The  heaviest 
rainfall  was  in  the  months  of  February,  March,  August  and 
December.  The  year  was  remarkable  for  its  particularly  fine 
Autumn.  The  temperature,  too,  was  above  the  average,  the 
early  Winter  being  very  mild. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  Tables  (A  and  B),  giving 
the  Mortality  and  Sickness  Returns  as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  a  Meteorological  Table  for  the  Year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Mean  Height 

Mean 

RAINFALL. 

MONTH. 

of 

Barometer. 

Temperature 

of  Air. 

Days  it 

Fell. 

Amount  in 

Inches. 

January 

29*90 

36-8° 

8 

i*68 

February 

30'1  1 

46*0° 

14 

3  *95 

March 

29’45 

46-s° 

i7 

3 ’60 

April 

29-85 

47-6° 

19 

3'°7 

May 

30*02 

53  '4° 

9 

1*03 

June 

30*00 

62*0° 

9 

2*07 

July 

30*09 

66*3° 

4 

1  ‘95 

August 

29*86 

63-9° 

17 

4*26 

September 

3°‘°5 

55-8° 

J4 

2*8i 

October 

30*02 

51-8 

10 

•93 

November 

30*12 

45  ’6 

10 

1  "23 

December 

29*92 

41  *6 

19 

472 

TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  1897. 


Population  of  District  (1891)  ...  19,753 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1897  ...  17,226 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  ...  68,094 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ...  26*4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ...  17*0 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  i*i 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ..  109*8 


To  the  Taunton  Rural  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
health  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Taunton  during  the 
year  1897. 

It  will  deal  seriatim  with — (1)  The  general  condition  of 
the  District  ;  (2)  The  mortality  and  sickness  during  the  year  ; 
and  (3)  The  action  taken  for  Sanitary  purposes. 


1 4  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1 897. 

i.  Sanitary  Condition  of  District. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

This  has  required  constant  vigilance  during  the  year. 

I  have  made  a  larg'e  number  of  analyses  from  all  parts  of 
the  District.  The  proximity  of  cesspit  and  surface  drains 
still  continues  to  foul  a  large  number  of  wells.  The  foulness 
of  neighbouring  soft  water  tanks  has  in  some  instances  found 
to  be  the  cause  of  pollution. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  area  drained  by  a 
well  resembles  an  inverted  cone,  and  the  deeper  the  well  the 
larger  the  area  drained.  The  nature,  too,  of  the  soil  is  a 
most  important  factor,  a  sandy  or  gravel  soil  of  course  allow¬ 
ing  of  much  easier  percolation  than  a  marl  or  clay.  It  is 
surprising  how  ignorant  people  continue  to  be  of  these 
simple  facts.  The  situation  of  the  well  in  relation  to 
possible  pollution  seems,  in  many  cases,  to  be  entirely 
ignored.  One  instance  came  under  observation  of  a  well 
which  it  was  maintained  must  be  pure,  as  it  was  far  away 
from  drains  in  the  middle  of  a  garden.  It  was  immediately 
under  a  heavily  manured  asparagus  bed,  which  accounted  for 
its  pollution  !  Another  not  uncommon  means  of  pollution  is 
the  habit  amongst  cottagers  of  emptying  slops  or  waste  water 
on  the  surface  above  the  well,  preparatory  to  cleansing  utensils 
from  the  pump  !  It  is  satisfactory  to  turn  from  this  side  of  the 
question  to  the  excellent  results  at  Bishop’s  Lydeard.  This 
supply,  which  I  reported  on  fully  in  my  last  year’s  Report, 
continues  to  be  remarkably  good,  and  the  result  is  that  the 
village  is  the  most  favoured  one  in  the  District  as  regards 
water  supply.  I  shall  deal  with  the  subject  of  impure  water 
supply  later  on. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  three  parishes  in  which  a  systematic  system  of 
sewerage  is  carried  out  in  the  District  are  North  Curry, 
Hatch  Beauchamp,  and  Norton  Fitzwarren.  I  have 
frequently  visited  the  outfall  works  during  the  year. 
The  two  former  I  have  found  to  be  satisfactory,  land 
irrigation  being  adopted  in  both  cases.  The  Norton 
drainage  has,  however,  given  rise  to  some  complaints  and 
trouble.  The  method  being  subsoil  irrigation,  the  whole 
of  the  pipes  had  become  choked,  the  result  being  that  the 
sewage  found  its  way  into  a  ditch  and  so  on  to  the  river,  and 
at  times  gave  rise  to  great  nuisance.  The  re-laying  of  a 
new  sewer  and  of  the  drains  in  the  irrigation  field  have  been 
completed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  future  trouble  will 
arise.  To  avoid  this  two  things  are  necessary,  viz.,  a  frequent 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1 897.  1 5 

supervision  and  an  intermittent  system  of  application,  so  as 
to  give  the  land  rest  at  times  to  recover  itself. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  in  various  parts  of  the  District 
came  before  your  Council  and  was  in  nearly  all  cases  satis¬ 
factorily  dealt  with.  The  more  frequent  emptying  of  cesspits 
is,  however,  required,  but  matters  are  nevertheless  steadily 
improving.  The  great  point  is  to  keep  sewage  and  slops 
away  both  from  well  and  dwelling-houses,  and  to  deal  with 
them  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  give  rise  to  a  nuisance  nor  the 
pollution  of  a  stream. 

3.  Houses. 

I  am  again  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  conditiion  of 
dwelling-houses  is  improving.  Both  owners  and  occupiers 
are  more  alive  to  the  necessity  of  cleanliness. 

Mortality  during  1897. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  Rural  District  during  1897  were 
265.  This  number,  however,  requires  correction.  One  of 
them  occurring  in  the  Sanitary  Hospital  was  an  Urban  case 
and  has  been  credited  to  that  District.  Moreover,  29  of  the 
deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital 
and  Union  Workhouse  (situated  in  the  Boroug'h)  were  from 
the  Rural  District  and  must  therefore  be  added  to  the  other 
deaths.  This  raises  the  total  to  293.  This  is  at  the  rate  of 
17 ’o  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  somewhat  in  excess 
of  former  years. 

Localities. 

Of  these  293  deaths,  66  occurred  in  the  Pitminster 
District  ;  78  in  North  Curry  ;  13  in  Taunton  St.  Mary 

(without)  ;  63  in  Taunton  St.  James’  (without)  ;  43  in 

Bishop’s  Lydeard  ;  1  (Rural  case)  in  the  Sanitary  Hospital, 
and  29  from  various  parts  of  the  District  in  the  Taunton  and 
Somerset  Hospital  and  Union  Workhouse,  9  in  the  former 
and  20  in  the  latter. 

Sexes. 

Of  the  293  deaths,  154  were  males  and  139  females. 

Ages  at  Death. 

The  various  ages  at  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  1  year  ...  ...  53 

1  to  5  years  ...  ...  21 

5  to  15  ,,  ...  ...  9 

15  to  25  ,,  ...  ...  11 

25  to  60  ,,  ...  ...  55 

Over  60  ,,  ...  ...  144 


Total  ...  ...  293 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  only  Public  Institution  in  the  District  is  the  Sanitary 
Hospital,  where  there  were  2  deaths  ;  one  of  which  was  a 
Rural  case  (from  Curland)  and  the  other  an  Urban. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Zymotic  Diseases. 

From  the  seven  Zymotic  diseases  there  were  19  deaths 
during  the  year,  viz.,  4  from  diphtheria,  11  from  measles,  and 
4  from  diarrhoea. 

This  gives  a  Zymotic  death  rate  of  i*i  per  1,090. 

2.  Other  Diseases. 

As  reg'ards  other  diseases,  there  were  3  deaths  due  to 
rheumatic  fever  ;  25  to  phthisis  ;  46  to  bronchitis,  pneumonia 
and  pleurisy  ;  36  to  heart  disease  ;  6  to  Injuries  ;  and  158  to 
other  diseases.  Add  to  these  the  19  deaths  from  Zymotic 
diseases  and  we  have  the  total  of  293. 

Births  during  1897. 

The  births  during  the  year  were  455,  or  at  the  rate  of 
26*4  per  1,000. 

98  of  these  births  were  in  the  Pitminster  District,  136  in 
North  Curry,  29  in  Taunton  St.  Mary,  103  in  Taunton  St. 
James,  and  89  in  Bishop’s  Lydeard  District. 

The  infant  mortality  or  death  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  per  1,000  births  was  109-8. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  to  prevent  the 

Spread  of  Disease. 

1.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  I 
received  61  Certificates  during-  the  year 

The  diseases  notified  were  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

29 

cases. 

Diphtheria  ... 

...  25 

>  y 

Enteric  Fever 

•••  3 

>  y 

Erysipelas  ... 

...  4 

y  y 

Total 

...  61 

y  y 
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The  Parishes  in 

which 

the  Diseases  occurred  were  as 

follow: — 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever.  Erysipelas. 

Total. 

Bagborough 

I 

I 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Bishop’s  Hull 

Bishop’s  Lydeard 

I 

I 

•  •  •  •  ♦  • 

2 

3 

2 

I 

6 

Combe  Florey 

3 

I 

•  a  «  •  •  • 

4 

Corfe 

m  •  • 

I 

•  •  e  •  •  • 

1 

Creech 

IO 

I 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 1 

Curland 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

Hatch  Beauchamp 

I 

9  9  9  •  •  • 

1 

Kingston 

1  •  • 

1 

...  ... 

1 

Lydeard  St.  Lawrence 

•  •  • 

.  • . 

I 

1 

North  Curry 

5 

•  •  • 

•  *  •  9  9  9 

5 

Norton 

2 

•  •  • 

I 

3 

Pitminster 

1 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

Ruishton 

1 

1 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Staple 

•  • 

8 

9  9  9  •  •  • 

8 

Staplegrove 

•  • . 

. . . 

I 

1 

Taunton  St.  Mary 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  •  ... 

3 

Thurlbear 

•  •  • 

1 

I 

2 

Trull 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

West  Monkton 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

1 

Totals 

29 

25 

3  4 

61 

2.  The  Sanitary  Hospital. 

Of  the  78  cases  admitted  into  the  Sanitary  Hospital 
during  the  year,  31  were  from  the  Rural  District.  The 


parishes  from  whence  these  came, 
which  they  suffered,  were  as  follow:  - 

Scarlet 

and 

the  diseases  from 

Enteric 

Parish. 

Fever.  Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

Total. 

Bagborough 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

Bishop’s  Hull 
Bishop’s  Lydeard 

I 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Combe  Florey 

I 

1 

2 

Creech 

9 

•  •  • 

9 

Curland 

999 

3 

3 

Hatch  Beauchamp 

1 

1 

North  Curry 

5 

5 

Pitminster 

1 

1 

Staplegrove 

•  *  • 

I 

1 

Trull 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

West  Monkton 

•  • 

I 

1 

Totals 

22 

7 

2 

31 
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Full  particulars  of  these  cases  will  be  found  in  my 
Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Hospital  for  1897,  which  is 
appended  to  this  Report. 

3.  Disinfection. 

In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  the  premises  were  dis¬ 
infected  free  of  cost,  under  the  supervision  of  your  Inspectors. 

In  some  instances  this  is  very  difficult  to  carry  out  in 
consequence  of  the  construction  of  the  dwelling,  and  in  such 
cases  I  believe  more  trust  must  be  placed  in  a  plentiful  supply 
of  pure  air,  and  a  thorough  cleansing  and  washing  with  hot 
lime,  than  to  any  other  means.  At  all  events,  in  but  few  in¬ 
stances  where  the  infectious  case  has  been  removed  at  an  early 
stage  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital  has  the  disease  spread. 

4.  Sickness  during  1897. 

As  already  stated  I  received  61  Notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease  during  the  year.  These  were  chiefly  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria. 

Measles.  Measles  which  had  been  left  as  a  legacy  by  the 
preceding  year,  1896,  was  very  rife  in  some  parishes.  So 
much  so  was  this  the  case  at  Durston,  Churchstanton,  Halse, 
and  Norton,  that  the  Elementary  Schools  had  to  be  closed 
for  a  time,  there  being  virtually  no  scholars.  At  Trull,  how¬ 
ever,  those  from  infected  houses  were  kept  from  school  only, 
and  the  Schools  not  closed,  as  the  numbers  affected  were  not 
so  great. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Creech  and  the  adjoining'  part  of  North 
Curry  (Ham)  had  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  the 
Schools  had  to  be  closed  for  a  time.  The  same  has  to  be 
said  of  Combe  Florey  and  East  Combe,  in  the  parish  of 
Bishop’s  Lydeard. 

Diphtheria.  A  serious  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
at  Curland.  The  first  case  was  rapidly  fatal,  and  by  means 
of  the  School  it  was  taken  to  Staple,  to  which  some  Curland 
children  went.  In  the  first  case  the  house  and  surroundings 
were  bad.  Pigs  were  kept  near  the  house  in  a  filthy  state, 
and  there  was  a  foul  closet,  and  impure  water.  With  the 
remedying  of  these  defects,  and  removal  to  Hospital,  the 
disease  was  happily  soon  got  under.  The  Staple  Schools 
were  closed  for  a  while  and  all  thoroughly  disinfected. 
Isolated  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year  at  Corfe, 
Henlade,  Haydon,  Holway,  Bishop’s  Lydeard  and  Creech. 
Insanitary  premises  or  sewage-polluted  water,  or  both,  were 
found  in  each  case. 
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Action  taken  during  the  Year  for  Sanitary  Purposes 

over  Places  and  Houses. 

1.  Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Defective  Drainage  was  dealt  with  in  various  parts  of  the 
District.  At  Bishop’s  Lydeard  a  portion  of  a  sewer  required 
repair.  At  Langford,  in  the  parish  of  Norton,  structural 
works  were  required  to  effectually  dispose  of  the  Sewag'e  of 
the  hamlet.  At  Holway,  the  accumulation  of  slops  in  a  ditch 
caused  a  nuisance.  A  Committee  of  your  Council  met  there, 
and  orders  were  given  for  its  abatement. 

At  Norton  I  found  nuisances  arising  from  the  use  of  bell 
Traps.  The  water  evaporated  and  sewer  gas  escaped,  and 
being  close  to  doors  and  windows  serious  ill-effects  would 
have  arisen  had  they  not  been  removed  and  stone  g'ully 
Traps  substituted.  Bell  Traps  should  be  a  thing  of  the  past ! 
A  farm  in  the  parish  of  Bishop’s  Hull  caused  some  trouble. 
A  larg*e  cesspit,  imperfectly  covered,  near  the  house,  gave 
rise  to  a  great  nuisance,  as  did  the  smell  from  the  rain  water 
pipes,  which,  instead  of  being'  cut  off  above  the  surface,  were 
connected  with  the  drain.  Legal  proceedings  had  to  be  taken 
before  the  nuisances  were  abated.  Faulty  drainage  was 
dealt  with  also  at  Hatch  Beauchamp  and  Bishop’s  Lydeard, 
and  other  parts  of  the  district. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

I  analysed  80  samples  of  Well  Water  during-  the  year, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  more  or  less  polluted  with  Sewage. 

The  following  were  places  from  which  I  had  specially 
bad  samples: — Kingston,  Bathpool,  Thorn,  Comeytrowe, 
Creech,  Otterford,  Ham,  Thurlbear,  Stapleg'rove,  Monkton, 
Corfe,  Pitminster,  Halse,  Bishop’s  Hull,  Haydon  and 
Henlade. 

In  one  case  application  to  Justices  had  to  be  made  for  an 
order  to  close  the  well.  This  was  granted,  but  the  owner 
neglected  to  fulfil  the  order  and  had  to  be  summoned  a  second 
time,  when  an  order  was  made  for  your  Council  to  do  the 
work. 

In  all  other  cases  where  notices  were  served,  steps  were 
taken  to  provide  a  good  supply. 

3.  Nuisances. 

The  tabular  statements  of  your  two  Inspectors,  Messrs. 
Crump  and  Goode,  which  accompany  this  Report,  will  give 
the  details  of  the  various  nuisances  with  which  they  had 
to  deal. 
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A  case  of  overcrowding  occurred  at  Creech,  but  was 
abated  without  proceedings. 

The  other  nuisances,  as  filthy  closets,  defective  drainage, 
manure  accumulations,  animals  kept  in  a  filthy  state,  &c., 
require  constant  watchfulness,  as  they  are  frequently  re¬ 
curring. 

4.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

As  I  have  already  remarked  the  houses  of  the  working 
classes  have  improved  of  late,  and  no  case  arose  during  the 
year  of  one  unfit  for  habitation. 

5.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  It  is  most 
necessary  in  the  face  of  recent  events  that  not  only  their 
sanitary  condition  but  the  purity  of  their  water  supply  should 
be  above  suspicion.  I  purpose  making  periodical  analyses  of 
of  water  used  on  such  premises. 

6.  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. 

These  have  been  inspected  as  usual.  Action  was  taken 
in  one  case  where  an  unlicensed  slaughter-house  was  used, 
and  in  another  where  the  overflow  from  a  cesspool  con¬ 
taminated  a  stream. 

A  number  of  Plans  of  New  Buildings  have  come  before 
your  Council,  and  where  in  accordance  with  the  Bye  Laws 
they  have  been  passed.  In  one  case  where  the  water  supply 
was  impure  consent  was  refused.  It  is  as  well  that  future 
builders  should  remember  that  the  water  supply  must  be  pure 
before  the  houses  can  be  occupied. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  Tables  A  and  B  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  giving  the  Mortality  and  Sickness 
in  the  District,  and  the  tabular  statements  of  your  two 
Inspectors. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  your  Council  for  the  kind 
assistance  you  have  given  me  in  carrying  out  work  for  the 
further  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  District. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  Completed 
in  the  year  1897  (f.  W.  Northcomhe ,  Certified  Inspector ). 


Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  Officer  ... 


147 


Number  of  Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises,  etc. 


i>385 


n 

Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  etc. 

... 

67 

d 

o 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses, 
Premises,  etc.  ... 

} 

166 

4-> 

O 

<D 

a 

in 

c 

HH 

Houses,  Premises,  etc.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Lime- 
washed,  etc. 

\ 

J 

167 

0 

in 

4-* 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

64 

3 

in 

0) 

Pi 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test 

... 

857 

Pollution  of  Stream  ... 

... 

3 

w  'o' 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 

.  .  . 

36 

.5  w 

tH  0 

Q  ffi 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  etc. 

584 

Cesspools  Destroyed 

... 

3 

t-  c/5 

Repaired  ... 

230 

Wate 

Closet 

Supplied  with  Water 

28 

New  Provided 

... 

27 

Dust 

Bins. 

Repaired,  Covered,  etc.  ... 

... 

5 

Cisterns  Newly  Erected 

... 

23 

3 

a 

3 

W 

> 

,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  etc.,  and  Main 

Traps  supplied 

} 

92 

t-i 

0) 

4-» 

Houses  Supplied  with  Corporation  Water 

... 

44 

£ 

Wells  Unfit  for  Use  and  Condemned 

... 

28 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

... 

2 

Dust  Removal.  Number  of  Communications  received  \ 
and  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  J 

365 

Cfi 

3 

O 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water 
Animal  and  other  Refuse 

} 

67 

<U 

a 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

... 

23 

0 

C/3 

§ 

Bakehouses  ... 

... 

32 

t3 
l~  Qj 

JS  u 

Licensed  Cowsheds  ... 

... 

10 

3  0) 

bo  % 

«  hS 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  etc. 

... 

40 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

•  .  . 

9 

TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  Completed 
in  the  Year  i8gj  (  Thos.  Goldsworthy  Crump ). 


No.  of  Complaints  received  during-  year 

19 

No.  of  Inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  etc.  ...  about 

768 

No.  of  Re- 

inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  & c.  ...  about 

430 

<+<  e 
°  0 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  \ 
and  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  / 

1 10 

1  ft  u 

H  3  CD 

|  (/)  CD 

8  <U  C/D 

S  cd  C 

Houses,  Premises,  See.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  White-  \ 
washed,  &e.  ...  ...  ...  ...  / 

17 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

1 1 

to 

to  e 

3  .5 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  &c. 

5i 

0  tf 

KH  U 

*  Q 

Ventilated  ... 

27 

vies  and 
ACC’s. 

Rep 

aired,  &c. 

42 

Supplied  with  Water 

16 

U  r_ 

fL. 

New  Provided 

27 

Dust 

Bins. 

New  Provided 

— 

Rep 

aired 

— 

Water 

iupply. 

Cisterns  (new)  Erected,  and  Water  Supply 

97 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired  and  Covered 

— 

r  c/; 

Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  &c.,  abolished 

14 

No. 

of  Lodging  Houses  Registered  ... 

— 

Dust  Removal.  No.  of  Communications  received  \ 
and  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  / 

— 

C/5 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water  \ 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ...  ...  / 

10 

(D 

C 

eg 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

9 

o 

C/D 

§ 

T) 

U  0) 

Bakehouses  ... 

— 

o 

3  <D 
he  0, 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

— 

«  hS 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

13 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e Summonses... 

3 

TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

SOUTHERN  DIVISION. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  Completed 


in  the  Year  i8gy  ( Joseph  J.  Goode ). 


No. 

of  Complaints  received  during- year 

11  I 

No.  of  Inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

622  | 

No.  of  Re-i 

nspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

415  j 

0  o 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses 
and  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 

57 

jr-g 

CO  Cu 
<U  CO 

«  £ 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  White-  1 
washed,  &c.  ..  ...  ...  ...  J 

63 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character  1 1 

<D  CO 

CO  C 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  &c. 

20 

o  rt 

Kq 

Ventilated  ... 

17 

"d 

c 

Repaired,  &c. 

...  65 

S  o 
;>  ^ 

Supplied  with  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

•c  ^ 

New  Provided 

11 

CO  2 

D  — 

New  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Q  w 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

-  -  .  

Cisterns  (new)  Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Wate 

Suppl; 

Cislerns  Cleaned,  Repaired  and  Covered 

34 

Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  &c.,  abolished 

— 

No. 

of  Lodging  Houses  Registered  ... 

— 

Dust  Removal.  No.  of  Communications  received 
and  attended  to 

- 

CO 

3 

O 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  )  ^ 

Animal  and  other  Refuse  ...  ...  * 

<v 

a 

JS 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

6 

u 

CO 

j§ 

rD  *73 

Bakehouses  ... 

— 

J$  U 

3  « 
bA 

in 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

— 

PS  m 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

14 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses 

— 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1897  in  the  URBxAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  TAUNTON, 
(Table  A).  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


LOCALITIES  AND 

PUBLIC 

INSTITUTIONS 

(  a) 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

MORTALITY  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES  DISTIMUISHIUU  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIYE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

(0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

i7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

<D 

to 

< 

< 

(b) 

u 

oj 

<u 

u 

<D 

73 

C 

D 

(  c) 

10 

u 

<u 

73 

C 

3 

73 

C 

HH 

5  and  under  15 

10 

u. 

<D 

73 

c 

3 

73 

3 

aJ 

10 

(f) 

0 

vo 

14 

0) 

73 

C 

3 

73 

C 

nJ 

n 

73 

73 

u 

a 

£ 

a 

3 

73 

c 

O 

VO 

(h) 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentry 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis,  Pneu¬ 

monia  and  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease 

Injuries 

All  other  Diseases 

Totals 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

n 3 

36 

1 1 

•  •  • 

5 

20 

41 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

1 

8 

... 

... 

10 

... 

1 

25 

47 

over  5 

... 

... 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

... 

6 

13 

10 

1 

33 

66 

Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

157 

49 

15 

2 

8 

4i 

42 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

4 

5 

... 

... 

13 

•  •  ♦ 

... 

40 

64 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

15 

6 

12 

59 

93 

Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital. 

53 

5 

6 

4 

6 

25 

7 

under  5 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

1 

7 

1 1 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

1 1 

5 

1 

19 

42 

Union  Workhouse. 

36 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

31 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

8 

... 

26 

35 

Totals. 

359 

9i 

32 

6 

20 

89 

121 

under  5 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

5 

15 

... 

•  •  • 

23 

... 

2 

73 

123 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

25 

26 

28 

1 

152 

236 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Year  1897,  in  the  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

TAUN  TON,  Classified  according  to  the  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 

(Table  B). 


LOCALITIES. 

(  a) 

Population 
at  all  Ages. 

— N 

^  Registered  Births 

— \ 

^  Aged  under  5  and  over  5 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  cases  removed  from  their  homes  in 
the  several  Localities  for  treatment  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

1 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

1 1 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Census 

1891. 

(*) 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

9>  io5 

233 

under  5 

... 

3 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

•  M 

5  upwards 

... 

8 

8 

3 

... 

... 

5 

7 

6 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

8,921 

325 

under  5 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

12 

12 

... 

1 

4 

... 

... 

7 

... 

1 1 

4 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital. 

... 

... 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Union  Workhouse. 

... 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

5  upwards 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

,  •* • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Totals. 

18,026 

558 

under  5 

... 

7 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

5  upwards 

... 

25 

21 

... 

I 

7 

... 

i 

... 

12 

... 

23 

10 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Notification  of  Infections  Diseases  is  compulsory  i\n  District  since  January  is/,  1890. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  ( Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital)  is  situated  in  Taunton  St.  James'  Without  (Rural  portion ). 


\ 


Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1897  in  the  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  TAUNTON, 
(Table  A).  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


LOCALITIES  AND 
PUBLIC 

INSTITUTIONS 

(  a) 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

MORTALITY  PROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES  DISTINGUISHING  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FITE  YEARS  OF  AGE'  | 

(i) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

ll 

18 

*9 

20 

21  1 

• 

V) 

V 

< 

<! 

(b) 

u 

a 

<D 

> 

l-l 

u, 

<D 

X 

C 

D 

(  C ) 

10 

u 

<u 

X 

C 

3 

X 

G 

G 

(d) 

— ^ 

*  5  and  under  15 

10 

n 

u 

<0 

x 

c 

3 

X 

G 

a 

to 

1— 1 

(f) 

0 

VO 

Sh 

0) 

X! 

G 

3 

G 

G 

10 

(s) 

^  60  and  upwards 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dvsentrv 

- - - r.  _ _ 1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Phthisis 

- — - — _ 1 

Bronchitis,  Pneu¬ 

monia  and  Pleurisv 

- - - J  l 

Heart  Disease 

— - - -  1 

Injuries 

-  "  -  _ _  _ 1 

All  other  Diseases 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 

Totals 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

1.  Pitminster  District. 

66 

II 

4 

2 

4 

*9 

26 

under  5 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

»  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

8 

15 

over  5 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

7 

7 

5 

2 

25 

51  1 

2.  North  Curry  District. 

78 

l6 

5 

1 

4 

1 1 

4i 

under  5 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

»  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

13 

21  1 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

2 

11 

12 

2 

28 

57  J 

3.  Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

13 

4 

• . . 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

5 

under  5 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

3 

4  1 

over  5 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

9  1 

4.  Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

63 

13 

10 

3 

2 

7 

28 

under  5 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

5 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15 

23  j 

over  5 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  ♦ 

1 

6 

9 

7 

1 

14 

40  j 

5.  Bishop’s  Lydeard 
District. 

43 

8 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

10 

22 

under  5 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

10  1 

over  5 

•  •  « 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

7 

•  •  • 

21 

33 

6.  Sanitary  Hospital. 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

... 

... 

under  5 

•  •  • 

... 

i 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

over  5 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

2 

Totals. 

265 

52 

21 

9 

10 

5i 

122 

under  5 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  •  1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

9 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

15 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

45 

73 

over  5 

... 

4  ; 

i 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

•  *  t 

2 

3 

20 

29 

32 

6 

93 

19 

d 


Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  causes  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Year  1897,  in  the  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

TAUNTON,  Classified  according  to  the  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 

(Table  B).  8  ’  b 


LOCALITIES. 

(  a) 

Population 
at  all  Ages. 

Census 

1891. 

(b) 

Registered  Births 

^  Aged  under  5  and  over  5 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming1  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  cases  removed  from  their  homes  in 
the  several  Localities  for  treatment  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  e 

789 

10 

1 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

1 1 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Pitminster  District. 

4>325 

98 

under  5 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

J. 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  •  1 

5  upwards 

... 

1 

H 

... 

... 

f 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

1 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

*  *  *  1 

North  Curry  District. 

5*i47 

136 

under  5 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  ••  | 

5  upwards 

... 

15 

1 

... 

... 

.... 

... 

... 

14 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

968 

29 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  I 

5  upwards 

... 

1 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

5*n7 

103 

under  5 

... 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

2 

1 

... 

f 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

2 

... 

. . . 

...  1 

Bishop’s  Lydeard 
District. 

3*  l9& 

89 

under  5 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

7 

4 

... 

... 

’  v 

... 

... 

2 

... 

4 

3 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

.  .  .  [ 

Totals. 

j8,7  53 

455 

under  5 

... 

3 

'  1 

. . . 

... 

.4. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  .  •  I 

5  upwards 

... 

26 

... 

... 

... 

? 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

4 

. . . 

19 

6 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  1 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  compulsory  in  District  since  November ,  1889. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  ( Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital)  is  situated  in  Taunton  St.  James'  Without  (Rural  portion). 
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ANNUAL 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1897 


OF  THE 

Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital. 

BY 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond.  , 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Institution. 


Taunton,  January,  1898. 
To  the  Sanitary  Hospital  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Seventeenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital. 

Cases  Admitted  during  1897. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  from  January  1st  to 
December  31st,  1897,  was  78,  or  13  more  than  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  year.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  cases  admitted 
since  the  opening  of  the  Hospital  in  1879  to  1,540. 


30 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1 897. 


Ages. 

The  ages  of  Patients  admitted  were  as  follow 

Under  i  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  25  25  to  60 

1  year  years  years  years  years 

2  12  40  17  7 


Over  60 
years 


Monthly  Admissions. 

The  cases  admitted  each  month  of  the  year  were 
follows: — 


as 


Month. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Tune 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

I 

I 


6 

10 

5 

4 

6 

*3 

4 

4 


Diphtheria. 


Enteric 

Fever. 


Typhus 

Fever. 


I 

4 


1 

2 


54 


3 

7 

18 


Total. 

I 

I 

3 

1 

8 

15 

8 

4 
6 

13 

7 

1 1 

78 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  cases  were  admitted  every 
month  in  the  year. 

Progress  of  Cases. 

Of  the  78  cases  admitted,  only  2  proved  fatal.  This 
is  very  satisfactory,  for  although  many  of  the  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  a  fairly  mild  type,  some  of  the 
Diphtheria  cases  were  very  severe.  Only  one  died  of  this 
disease.  The  other  death  was  due  to  Typhus — a  very  rare 
disease  now,  happily.  The  patient  was  nearly  moribund  on 
admission.  The  average  time  that  patients  have  remained 
in  the  Hospital  has  been  6  weeks  for  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  and 
4  weeks  for  those  of  Diphtheria. 

General  Working  of  the  Hospital. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year. 
Two  of  the  nurses,  however,  unfortunately  contracted  the 
diseases  they  were  nursing,  viz.,  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever.  The  working  of  the  Institution  has  been  satisfactory, 


